University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

1-8-1992

Sao Paulo, Brazil: Tiete River Described As Openair Sewer
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Sao Paulo, Brazil: Tiete River Described As Open-air Sewer." (1992). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/
8054

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 063345
ISSN: 1060-4189

Sao Paulo, Brazil: Tiete River Described As Open-air Sewer
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, January 8, 1992
According to environmentalists, the Tiete River has become an open-air sewer, endangering the
health of Sao Paulo residents. Jose Fernando da Costa Bouchinhas, the Sao Paulo state government's
health and energy secretary, said that at present, about 85% of the city's industrial and residential
waste is dumped into the river. The Environmental Technology and Health Company estimates
that approximately 800 metric tons of residential organic waste, 300 MT of industrial organic waste,
and 4 MT of toxic heavy metals are released into the Tiete on a daily basis. Less than 25% of the
waste water flowing into the Tiete is treated. The river poses the greatest threat to public health
during the November-March rainy season when it periodically overflows and fills city streets with
contaminated water. Sao Paulo state governor Luis Fleury has submitted a US$2 billion proposal to
the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the World Bank. State environmental secretary
Caffe Alves said the IDB- funded program, expected to be finalized in June 1992 would seek to
ultimately reclassify the Tiete from "dead" (category 4) to "recoverable" (category 3). Britain's
Thames river is currently a category 3, after 20 years of recovery efforts. Alves said recovery of
the Tiete river will be more than the Thames because of the larger volume of water and greater
population numbers along its banks. (Source: Agence France- Presse, 12/16/91)
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